
7th European Commission Conference “SAUVEUR”

SAFEGUARDED 
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE
Understanding 
& Viability for 
the Enlarged Europe
Organised under the support of the:
Office of the President of the Czech Republic
Organised under the auspices of the:
Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic
Minister for Education, Youth and Sport
Minister for Regional Development
Mayor of Prague
President of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic

Conference website
www.arcchip.cz/ec-conference/

ist ANNOUNCEMENT & CALL FOR PAPERS

PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC 31st MAY – 3rd JUNE 2006



Conference Objectives
The aim of the conference is the consolidation and impact assessment of results 
achieved in EU research projects related to movable and immovable cultural heritage.
There will be a special focus on exploitation and spin-offs of cultural heritage 
research results and testing of the acceptability of new sustainability approaches
and new technologies by the user community, SMEs, and owners, managers, restorers
and conservationists of cultural heritage.
Its main objectives are further to:

Scientific Programme
The scientific programme consists of oral presentations, poster presentations, 
a public exhibition, chaired round table discussions and demonstrations and 
exhibitions of innovative achievements. All sessions will be in English. 

The oral presentations will be made from submitted abstracts presented by invited
speakers and others selected by the International Scientific Committee. The poster
presentations will be selected from the submitted abstracts, orally presented by 
general reporters and delivered to participants, journalists and the public. 
The accepted oral presentations and the extended poster abstracts will be reviewed
and published in the printed conference proceedings. 

- Highlight the role of European cultural heritage research 
within international activities and co-operation.
- Assess the impact of EU policies on the conservation of European 
cultural heritage and evaluate the positive contribution of cultural 
heritage research for competitiveness and job creation.
- Disseminate the results of EU cultural heritage research acquired at
large research facilities and discuss new development and innovations in
research infrastructure.
- Discuss and consolidate co-ordination of national research into and 
educational programmes for cultural heritage within the enlarged
Europe.
- Refine, amend and publish main ideas and visions of technological 
platforms opened to cultural heritage issues in the context of preparation
of the 7th Framework Programme.



Sessions of the 7th EC Conference

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

A

B

Innovative Applications and New Ideas
A1 - movable heritage
A2 - immovable heritage
A3 - cities, villages and landscapes (including archaeology)
Themes:
Contributions focused on the exploitation of EC-supported research 
results will make up this block (innovations in SMEs, spin-off examples, 
application experiences, practical achievements, use of new management 
tools, field tests of new ideas, etc.). The contributions could highlight the
complementary nature of and synergy between cultural heritage and 
environmental issues, as the technologies and tools utilised in these two 
fields very often take advantage of the same principles and concepts.
Contributions written jointly by researchers and experienced users, which
demonstrate socio- economic benefits too are especially welcome. This theme
also involves the testing of acceptability of new sustainability approaches
and new technologies by the user community, namely SMEs, owners, 
managers and restorers of cultural heritage. The achievements can be 
physically demonstrated in the demonstration salon (see below ad I).

Research Infrastructure – sustainable scientific impact of EC research
projects on
B1 - movable heritage
B2 - immovable heritage
B3 - cities, villages and landscapes (including archaeology)
Themes:
- Special research facilities, devices, instruments, databases, monitoring and
testing sites developed as results of the EC supported research into 
cultural heritage problems or available for it.
- Cultural heritage research results based on use of large European 
research facilities.
- The need for new research infrastructure for cultural heritage related
sciences.
The achievements can be physically demonstrated in the demonstration 
salon (see below ad I). 



D

E

F

Impact of EU policies and directives on European cultural heritage 
diversity and sustainable safeguarding; impact of cultural heritage 
research results on society and support for policy needs
Themes:
- Relation of conservation practice to contemporary legislation, especially
experienced by SMEs, problems of fraud and crime regarding movable 
cultural heritage market; health and safety issues in conservation practice.
- Papers defining support of cultural heritage to policy needs.
- Exploration of cultural heritage research results for SMEs and job 
creation.
- Impact of greater access to cultural heritage, namely due to tourism, and
possible mitigation measures.
- Research on impact of EU policies and directives on cultural heritage, and
mitigation of possible adverse effects.

Coordination of National Research & Education
Themes:
Important national examples of research programmes and grant schemes
focused on cultural heritage.
Important examples of systematic national and international educational
programmes (including training possibilities).

The session will be concluded with a round table discussion focused on
European co-ordination possibilities in i) national research programmes,
and ii) in post-graduate studies of cultural heritage, especially concerning
mobility within a network of specialized high- level European laboratories
or large facilities.

Technological platforms
During this session the work of Technological Platforms focused on 
cultural heritage research will be presented, especially the European
Construction Technological Platform and its Focus Area for Cultural
Heritage. There may be commented relations of National Platforms to the
cultural heritage research in the form of prepared discussions after short
introductory papers given by FACH WG coordinators. The themes involve
visions and research strategies concerning: Assessment; Monitoring &
Diagnostics; Materials; Intervention Techniques; Environment & Energy;
Management; Exploitation & Maintenance and City & Territorial Aspects.
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Contributions from other Focus Areas, Technological Platforms or Joint
Technological Initiatives are welcome (Buildings & Cities, Forest Based TP,
chemistry, crafts, restoration etc.).

Poster session
Involves all the themes above and others, presenting results of the recent
EC-supported research within the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes or 
research co-operation programmes of non- EU countries operated with EU
countries.

Book salon
Specialized publishers of professional books on research related to cultural
heritage are welcome to present their products in a temporary exhibition
and bookshop. (There will be a charge for the exhibition stand.)

Demonstration salon
New technology application display of developed research infrastructure
for cultural heritage research and conservation applications and/or video
presentations of tests at large facilities will be organized, for which 
contributions are called.

Study visits
The following places which served as test or investigation sites for 
EC-funded projects from the 4th to the 6th Framework Programmes have 
been selected for study visits:

Prague Castle – and especially StVitus Cathedral (14th century) were used
as a model site for study of deterioration of typical historic materials in
a polluted environment, and its structures were studied in several 
EC projects (COPAL, REACH, CULTSTRAT, PICTURE).

Strahov Monastery – one of the National Heritage Monuments contains
a rich collection of books of the National Library in its baroque rooms,
and a part of the LIDO project was carried out in its museum.

Charles Bridge – is one of the oldest Gothic stone bridges in the world 
and one of the most beautiful, with its collection of baroque sculpture de-
coration – which is being carefully studied within the framework of several
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national research projects and also in EC-funded NOAH’S ARK project.
This is because the bridge has suffered from flooding several times and the
microclimate affects it substantially.

Wallenstein Palace – is the second largest historical complex of buildings
in the centre of Prague and the seat of the Senate of the Parliament of the
Czech Republic. It has been recently restored and awarded a Europa Nostra
Prize. Its bronze sculptures have been investigated under the COPAL and
WET-CORR projects.

Technical Excursions
Four options for technical excursions offer a wide scope of interesting 
experiences to conference participants. The options can be chosen according
to the research interests, corresponding to movable heritage, immovable 
heritage, urban heritage and gardens:

Litoměřice + Terezín (Leitmeritz + Teresienstadt) – represent two different
examples of urban heritage. Litoměřice had a very rich and dramatic history
from medieval times to its High Baroque period and was one of the cities
where a special ARCCHIP EC programme took place, during which the urban
fabric was studied. Terezín is composed of two interesting parts – a typical 
military town from the 18th century and the WWII concentration camp,
which is a National Monument. Both suffered from the recent extensive
flooding and have experienced significant interest from abroad.

The chateaux of Veltrusy, Nelahozeves and Liběchov – are examples of 
traditional Czech chateaux of different architectural styles (baroque and
Renaissance) in the Vltava valley. They have different ownership (state or
private) and accommodate important art and museum collections. Veltrusy
Chateau was heavily flooded in 2002 and it serves as research in the 
EC-supported projects (ONSITEFORMASONRY, NOAH’S ARK).

Karlštejn Castle – was the most important and most powerful medieval royal
castles, which was heavily restored at the end of 19th century. Some of its
interiors, which have precious decorative work require the application of
special visitor management and the maintenance of a controlled interior 
environment. Several national research projects and one US/CZ project help
to safeguard this important National Heritage Monument.



TIMETABLE

Participants – Who Can Attend?
All involved and interested professionals, namely cultural heritage researchers, 
research planners, restorers, heritage managers, architects, urban planners and 
policymakers. Students involved in cultural heritage research and studies are 
welcome too. 

Conference Venue
The Conference will be organised in Prague Castle and its State Rooms. 
The official opening session with poster session and the poster exhibition will take
place in the Ball Game Hall, a historic building dating from the 16th century in the
Prague Castle Gardens. The conference will be held in the Spanish Hall, Rudolf
Gallery, Rothmayer Hall and New Gallery. The Spanish Hall has been established as
the most important of all the ceremonial rooms of the New Palace of Prague Castle
since it was built in the 17th century. 

Prague is the capital city of the Czech Republic. Its historic centre has been listed
in UNESCO’s World heritage list since 1992. Prague has been attracting more and
more visitors and currently is one of the most popular tourist city destinations in
Europe. The main attraction is its architecture, consisting of both monuments and
a unique townscape. The historic centre of Prague still keeps its mediaeval 
appearance and illustrates urban development in Central Europe between the 14th
and 20th centuries. There are a number of architectural monuments of worldwide
significance, such as Charles Bridge, Prague Castle and St. Vitus Cathedral. For
more information about Prague please visit http://www.pis.cz/en.

Language
The official language of the conference will be English. 

Prague Gardens – one special technical excursion will be devoted to visits
to the recently restored gardens in the vicinity of Prague Castle, with 
marvellous views of the Prague townscape.

Submission of abstracts 10th November 2005
Acceptance of abstracts December 2005
Submission of papers
/extended abstracts for posters 30th March 2006
Conference 31st May-3rd June 2006



Conference Fees

Call for Abstracts
Participants wishing to present a paper or poster are invited to submit the
Preliminary Registration Form along with the written Abstract in English, 
containing a maximum of 300 words or one A4 page with pictures, by mail or e-mail.
The author’s name, title, organisation, address for correspondence and the session
proposed for his /her presentation should be given. Please send the material by mail
to the Organising Committee, preferably in electronic form via the
www.arcchip.cz/ec-conference/ website or directly to ecconference@arcchip.cz.

International Scientific Committee
May Cassar
Michel Chapuis 
Elin Dahlin
Miloš Drdácký (Chairman) 
Roman Kozlowski
Linda Krage
Paulo Laurenco
Johanna Leissner
André Loits
Adele Lydon
Claudio Modena
Ioanna  Papayianni
Jean-Marc Vallet
Tim Whalen 
Takayoshi Yamamura

Poster Session General Reporters
Cristina Sabbioni (immovable heritage)
Matija Strlič (movable heritage)
Jacques Teller (cities, villages & landscape)

Conference Fee EUR 290
Reduced Conference Fee for Students EUR 100
– Students presenting a poster or paper 
(max 30 selected contributions) Free of charge
Gala Dinner EUR 50
Technical Excursions EUR 10-20



Local Organising Committee
Natalia CAVINA
Jitka DRDÁCKÁ
Eliška FUČÍKOVÁ (Chairperson)
Šárka TITTELBACHOVÁ 
Jan VÁLEK (Secretary)

For further information please contact 
the Organising Committee:
Dr. Jan VÁLEK
Institute of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, Academy of Sciences CR
Prosecka 76, 190 00 Prague 9, Czech Republic. 
Phone: +420 283880458
Fax: +420 286884634
E-mail: valek@itam.cas.cz
www.arcchip.cz/ec-conference/ 




